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Dear Sirs_

E—":—“—&’ﬂﬂ_!t_g,{_dt__;tu_!nf

who claim the

affected landowner members of nnrﬂorgnniznﬂnn
did not receive land compensation
——————24 LIey did not receiw j ol

We received your letter dated 17% October, 2022, on the above-mentioned subject.
In the letter, you

requested “that MALOA proevide the details of the affected
landowners who have not been compensated for their
mames, héad

land providing the full family
of the family and the village as to where the landowners resides in
Malen®, You alsp Stated that on receiving the list, *SAC will make an in-depth
in.vesti,gmian into the land compensation data and verify with section chiefs, village
chiefs, respected elders and landowners of the concerned villages as well as the
Paramount Chief, to obtain an

in-depth fair and balance view” and that “SOCFIN
undertakes to carry our its investigation and verification and come

back with its
findings in 30 days" and “where found compensate those landowners

who were not

‘compensated for their Jand in order for this to he addressed and cloged”

We have been instructed by the Executive Committee of MALOA to remind you that:
. MALOA has held several meetings with you

» including thoge facilitated by the
Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone (

HRC-SL) and the Office of the Vice




President of Sierrg Leone, in which we presented to you and other stakeholders
verbal and written accounts of our grievances and demands, We are surprised
that you have deliberately reduced our several grievances and demands tn anly
one isgye, which 15 the non-payvment of crop compensations. You are guw are of
Our grievatices and tdemands, which include the continuing human right abuses,
the arrest, beating and criminalization of MALOA members, the seizure or
grabbing of our land, environmental pollution, very low and non-payment of crop
“Umpensations, the corrupt practices involved in the calculation and Pﬂ}'mfm_ﬂf
the annual lease rent to landholding families, the failure of Paramount Chief
B.V.S. Kebbie tg Recount for aver forty-six thousand US dollars (USD 46,000)
that is meant for the people of Malen, paid to him Every year and represent the
twenty percent (20%) of the annual lease rent allocated to the Chiefdom, which
he¢ has never accounted for, a land survey process that was marred by
carruption, manipulated fist of landowners, ineluding ghost landowners whaosge
monies were. collected by unknewn persons, the poar, slavish and dangerous
Wworking conditions  of SOCFIN  workers (without benefits) who include

SOCFIN workers and subehipfg Perceived to be BUpporters gf MALOA or Hon.
Sama, shattering of livelihoods ang fccusing our people of being palm fruit
thieves, raiding of villages and homes by security forces and seizure gf palm oil,

cash and other Properties of peacefy) citizens, restriction of Movements within

L

deteriorate and the demands of the affected landownerg

he chiefdom cic. Sadly, the human rights situation i Malen has continued g

addressed

2. His Excellency, President Juljysg Maada Bip, during his 2018 election Campaign

17

Malen Chiefdom, acknuw!edged the fact that the shady land deq) was not in

the interest of the poor and oppressed people of Malen and promised g resolye

the
Wil

conflict in our favour if elected. Qur peaple voted massively for President Rig

! the high expectation that he would fulfill that election promise and we were




excited and happy

when he appointed the Vice President, Dr. Mohamed Juldeh
Jalloh,

1o mediate the land conflict. The Vice President started a mediation
Process and visited Malen in 2019 but we have not seen him again. As usual,
YOUr company and the Paramount Chief influenced the mediation process which
has apparently caused the Vice President to abandon the mediation. The long-
awaited Technical Report of the Committee which was get up by the Vice
P‘I'E:Eldent to mﬂﬁﬂgﬂlﬂ the land conflict has not been pubimhed despite the
initial assurances given to us by the Honourable Vice President. MALOA has
always insisted on independent mediators and investigators who cannot be
influenced by your company with money and other favours. Lot g
SOCFIN and the Paramount Chief, who are the architects of the land conflict and
the suffering imposed on us cannot make a fair and credible “in-depth
investigation and verification” of our claims and demands “to move forward and
ensure this issue is addressed and be closed” as stated in your letter. How can
you be the accused and the judge at the same time? MALOA will continue to
advocate for the intervenition of Government and independent mediators, which
would ensure that the issue of crop compensation, other payments and all
qulily important matters are adequately addressed to achieve a peaceful win-
olution of the land conflict. Though we have been greatly disappointed by
Efght& Commission of Sierra Leone (HRC-SL) and the Office of the
resident, who have failed to protect our rights from abuse, ,
e through mﬁcpcndent inveetﬁahun and mediat:un ialihe
“this land and maoral crisis, which is killing our people.
1w and the Paramount Chief have continued to target MALOA
he Memk .’@fﬁ'ﬁrﬁﬂmﬂﬁh Hon. Shiaka Musa Sama, for standing

LOA and sympathizers are targets for
"; tﬁﬂls All cases of violent attacks on

__\___j'mmt prbjmts mhemg targeted hecause he
1g support to the affected landowners,



————

Hdvuculjng for their lang rights and raising awareness on the human right
ablises Perpetrated by your COmpany and ourown Parimount Chier The Chief

has used his dictatorig| POWers Lo stop the construction of a mosque at Makksa
Junction ang g school at Kpangba, He also caused the destruction of a court
barray that Was being “onstructed in Jalyakun and stopped the rehabilitation of
& mosque at Monorger, 1, fame few of the development projects undertaken by

Hon. Sama tha have been obstructed by the Paramount Chiel.

- Your strategy of buying support ang giving financial support to some

unserupulous government oflicials, and civil society organisations/NGOs, such
a8 Fambul Tek and Land for Life, to write bad reports that is being used by your
Company to discredit our leaders and Member of Parliament has failed. Your
company has always provided vehicles and other logistical support to the Sierra
Leone Police for the arrest, beating and dttentiﬁn of MALOA members. How
wauld any responsible gavernment expect you to do a credible “investigation and
verification® of a Problem you have created? We are still convinced that President
Julius Bio will not let us down by leaving us in vour hands, We will continue to
appeal for the intervention of the President and his government. No matter how
leng it takes, justice will ultimately prevail. Our trust is in God, the Almighty.

. The Paramount Chief and your company have always prevented MALOA from

holding meetings and conducting a full-scale registration of affected landowners
and you have formed and sponsored a group ealled Hopanda, which has been
holding meetings and making derogatory remarks about MALOA and Hon, Sama
on your radio. Some members of this group have publicly threatened to disrupt
all MALOA meetings and to physically attack our members, We are also
disappointed that you and our Paramount Chief have continued to publicly

‘boast of your relationships with government officials and the “enormous
SUPPOTE you enjoy from the government and Hig Excellency, We are frustrated

mi@ﬂﬁm‘nm to meet with His Excellency President Julius Maada Biq after
hia ﬁﬂ# to M&?ﬂn in .Fcbruai‘j,r 2021 have been unsuecessful, though he

1 to meet with usin Freetowy *as soon ag possible”,




=]

Copy: His Excellen

Alfeciay i
II]U{?SI.jgijl!Ji"‘% W

p £
ummmmt Chier 50 th
+ Resp ASsured af

lhi'." GuvcrnmEn
religi ) '
BI0US leadery 4oy NGQOs serving as moral guarantors.

1"1:

" ﬁ'tﬂ"""‘l‘

0, -I-J.Ir_. F-xt'r :
‘ ‘Hlive o : : o the

m‘“"’"‘rli:f W L”m”“”"" Wil sring engage our members on the next sieps f
L i t o lany ©
I ﬁ'”“;”"'r- We win 3 savour to conduct o registratio L
VIl alse epdeavou A lators and .1
= 8 | @

fAtion to povernment, independent me
Sl d the

i:H'I[’- , .
SWhets for Preseng
= oBre s QT pEnY arn
EEE L I!_I.;'I.l-r_-ﬂ[j“g for the cooperatlon of your comp

ice or men who
at the process is not disrupted by the Folice

take |
mn A irs
sty UECtitin s Irom You, as usyal |
' ith you an
3 Yur-pood intentions and willingness to cooperate with ¥
ndupcﬂdem i

& r\f’isiﬂn of
diators for » Peaceful resolution, but under the supe AR
i i anisation
L of Sierra Leone, with credible civil society org ’

Yours Sincerely.,

Z)

iﬁnnﬂ.}’ James Blango
I’C‘nﬂrdinamr;

Bockarie M. Koroma

(Chairman)

cy President Julius Maada Bio

Honourable Vice President of Sierra Leone
Resident Minister, Southern Region

Secretary to the President
» Wards 368, 369, 370 and 371

Ward Councilors
Member of Parliament, Constituency 104

District Officer, Pujehun District
Chairman, Pujehun District Council

Paramount Chief B.V.S Kebbie []]

Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone (HRC-3L)

Mr Joe Demby, Presidential Adviser on Economic and Financial policy
SAC Community Liaison Man

The Local Unit Commander, Pujehun Police Station

The Country Director, Welthunger Hilfe

The Country Director, UNDP

CSOs/NGOs



