ACTION
URGENTE

PHILIPPINES : LE DROIT A L’ALIMENTATION
DE 500 PAYSANS-METAYERS EST MENACE

DEBUT DE L’ACTION : 17.04.2014
FIN DE L’ACTION : 17.06.2013

FIAN International lance un appel au gouvernement philippin pour accélérer le processus de
distribution des terres afin de garantir le droit a l'alimentation des métayers et de leurs
familles et de mettre fin au harcelement des métayers.

Depuis 2004, les métayers de I'Hacienda Matias réclament la distribution de 1716 hectares en
vertu du programme national de réforme agraire. Pourtant ce programme n'est pas appliqué
sur I'Hacienda Matias, les métayers et leurs familles continuent donc de souffrir d'insécurité
alimentaire et de harcelements. Cela est dii a la résistance du propriétaire foncier et a la
lenteur des travaux d'arpentage par le Ministere de la Réforme Agraire.

ACTION

Merci d'écrire au Président de la République des Philippines avec copie au Bureau de la
Présidence des Philippines, au Ministere de la Réforme agraire, et au Bureau provincial de la
Réforme Agraire de Quezon II des Philippines, en leur demandant d'accélérer le processus
de distribution des terres afin de garantir le droit a I'alimentation des métayers et de leurs
familles et de mettre fin au harcelement des métayers.

Ou remplissez le formulaire en ligne sur le site de FIAN International :
http://www .fian.org/fr/get-involved/take-action/urgent-actions/laction-urgente-philippines-

hacienda-matias/

Merci d'informer FIAN de toute réponse a vos courriers.

Monsieur le Ministre
Virginio DE LOS REYES
Department of Agrarian
Reform Elliptical Road,
Diliman, Quezon City, 1104
Philippines

secgildar@gmail.com

Son excellence Benigno
Simeon C. AQUINO III
Malacafiang Palace José P.
Laurel Street, San Miguel,
Manila, Philippines
op@president.gov.ph

N

Atty. Samuel S.
Solomero (OIC)
Provincial Agrarian Reform
Officer I DAR

Provincial Office-QUEZON
2 Gumaca,

Quezon

Qaqu@yahoo.com




SUJET : Hacienda Matias: Right to Food of of 500 farmers and their families threatened
Dear Excellency,

Recently I was informed about the situation of 500 tenant-farmers and their families in
Hacienda Matias who are suffering violations of their right to food. In 2004, the tenant-
farmers petitioned for the coverage of the 1,716 hectares of coconut land in Hacienda Matias
in San Francisco, Quezon province, under the government's Comprehensive Agrarian
Reform Program (CARP).

10 years later, the tenant farmers are still waiting for the implementation of the CARP.
Between 2004 and 2013, the landowners of Hacienda Matias protested against the inclusion
of the property in the CARP by filing three appeals which have been all denied by the
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) and two Motions for Reconsideration, where the first
of them was denied while the decision of the OP on the latest is still pending. Aside from the
decision of the OP, one of the legal hurdles is the Administration Order No. 7 (A.O. 7) Series
2011, according to which land will be distributed if there are no protests for exemption of
exclusion by the landowners. The pending decision before the OP, as well as the said Order
is inhibiting the DAR from taking any additional steps toward land distribution. I was
informed that the tenant-farmers continue to face criminalisation by the landowners and that
their security is threatened by armed men in the hacienda. Up to now, the DAR has only
managed to survey five out of seven lots in the Hacienda Matias. Also the leasehold system
which replaces share tenancy needs to be fully implemented to release tenant-farmers from
economical hardship, hunger and poverty.

The Philippines is duty bound under international law to fulfil the right to food of the
tenant-farmers in Hacienda Matias. Access to land is essential to rural populations' right to
adequate food. The delayed implementation of the CARP due to the negligence of the DAR
in the past, as well as the issuance of the A.O. No. 7 Series 2011, the Philippines fail to meet
the obligation mentioned.

Furthermore, the Philippines failed to protect the tenant-farmers and their families from
harassment and violence inflicted by the hired armed men. The International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to which the Philippine is a State party, describes these
obligations in detail. In order to put an end to the related violations,, I would like to ask you
to:

- fast-track the OP decision on the Motion for Reconsideration;

- revoke the A.O. 7 Series 2011;

- order the DAR to complete the land survey process and further the redistribution;

- order the DAR to effectively implement leasehold and abolish share tenancy, and

- provide adequate measures to protect the tenant-farmers and their families from further
harassments and criminalisation.

Please keep me informed of the action you plan to take in this regard.

Yours sincerely,



